Postdischarge outcomes for ventilator-dependent quadriplegics.
Based on data contributed to the National Spinal Cord Injury Data Base between the years 1975 and 1981, outcomes were assessed for 34 patients who had been injured approximately a year earlier and who were ventilator dependent when discharged from inpatient rehabilitation. Their outcomes were compared with those of 196 patients who required mechanical respiration some time during acute care or rehabilitation, but who were free of such assistance at discharge. Statistically significant differences were obtained between the groups in levels of spinal cord injury, duration of acute care hospitalization, duration of total hospitalization, extent of self-care capability, hours/week of hired attendant care, and hours of actual physical assistance/day. The groups did not differ significantly in terms of duration of inpatient rehabilitation, duration of rehospitalization, and vocational or prevocational status at follow-up.